
 

Opaque  attracted to a magnet 

Brittle  difficult to break 

Rough  even surface 

Transparent  not man‐made 

Flexible  cannot be bent 

Strong  uneven surface 

Magnetic  you cannot see through it 

Waterproof  reflects light 

Smooth  you can see through it a bit 

Translucent  soaks up water 

Shiny  can be bent 

Synthetic  difficult to scratch or squash 

Absorbent  man‐made 

Rigid  you can see completely through it 

Natural  hard but easily broken 

Hard 
does not soak up water or let 

water through 
 
 
 



 

Correct answers 
 
Opaque – you cannot see through it 
 
Translucent – you can see through it a bit 
 
Transparent – you can see completely through it 
 
Hard – difficult to scratch or squash 
 
Strong – difficult to break 
 
Waterproof – does not soak up water or let water through 
 
Absorbent – soaks up water 
 
Synthetic – man-made 
 
Natural – not man-made 
 
Brittle – hard but easily broken 
 
Flexible – can be bent 
 
Rigid – cannot be bent 
 
Magnetic – attracted to a magnet 
 
Shiny – reflects light 
 
Smooth – even surface 
 
Rough – uneven surface 
 
 


