
Date   T: compare fiction and non-fiction 

Compare the fiction and non-fiction books on your table. 
 
In your answers for each difference try to do at least one of the following: 

• explain how you know each difference exists 
• give an example of the differences 
• explain why that difference exists 

 
1) What is the different purpose (what are they for) of a fiction book and a 

non-fiction book? 

2) Are they about reality (things that actually happen) or fantasy (things that 

are made up)? 

3) Do they have a glossary and / or an index? 

4) Do they have diagrams and / or pictures with labels and / or captions? 

5) Do they have numbered lists and / or lists with bullet points? 

6) Do they have headings and subheadings? 

7) Do they include technical vocabulary (words about a topic or subject, you 

might not have the words before or might not understand them)? 

 
Use one of these in each of your answers: 
 
whereas  instead of   alternatively   however 
 
unlike   but    on the other hand 
 
 
Example: 
 
1)  I can tell the non-fiction book is to inform people because it contains lots of 

facts and new, difficult words that I don’t know like deciduous, whereas the 

fiction book has lots of funny drawing and things that aren’t really true like 

fairies. 


